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indicates the subordinate position of the passions, as a
resistance on retreat instead of a conquest moving on.
The prevention of loss can result at best only in holding
what we have; the earning of gains encloses within our
lines what we had not. Still, it may be said, this is only a
physical or dynamical^ and not an ethical difference, maiking
the extent of function, but not its quality. Energy is,/<?rj<?,
morally neutral; and more or less of causality is by no
means equivalent to more or less of virtue* Yes; that is
true of energy, present or absent, in the world of the
mechanical and chemical enquirer; whether it is kinetic
or latent there, is a fact which has no more character in it
than heat or cold. And in the human being, it is no virtue
to have a large range of faculty, and no sin to want it. But,
wherever faculty is present, who will tell us that the greater
or less putting forth of its energy by the will constitutes no
moral difference ? Is it not precisely what is typified respec-
tively by the profitable and the unprofitable servant? by the
talent earning interest and the talent folded m the napkin ?
Does not facultative energy contain, does not facultative
passiveness exclude, the possibility of all human attainable
good ? and when we admire the creativeness of the one, m
comparison with the laziness of the other, is there no .ethical
element in our preference ? and nothing else than this is
the difference which we have indicated between the causal
energy and the passions. In the latter, the will lies asleep
till it is goaded from its ease by the inroad or approach of
some foe to its peace which cannot be ignored: if there
were no evil, they would do no good; and the only good
they do is to give some check to evil. But the former,
springing earlier into the field, anticipates and prevents the
evils for which the others wait; not simply combating them
better when they come up, but even withholding them from
existence at all: for by far the greater part of them are
themselves the product of laziness, and grow out of the rot
of negligent life: they are *the poison-weeds that fructify
and run to seed, because the watcher's eye was drowsy and